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The Great Enlightenment

SU GIAC NGO VI DAI

Now we see that the prince had looked in many places
to find the truth, but so far had not succeeded. He had
read the Holy Books of the Brahmins and tried to find
it there, but had not been successful. He had examined
into the services and sacrifices of the Hindu temples,
but had been disgusted and saddened by the terrible
cruelties he had seen there. Then he had joined the
five priests and followed their example in torturing his
body, but all to no purpose; the truth seemed to be as
far away as ever. There remained only one thing for
him to do, and that was to look within his own mind
and see if he could not find it by deep meditation
(thinking deeply and correctly on a thing.).

Ching ta thay hoang tir d4 tham kién nhiéu noi dé tim
ra Sy That nhung dén nay van chua thanh cong,
Chang di doc tung Thanh Dién ctia Ba-la-mon giéo,
cd gang tim ra chan Iy & d6 nhung van 1 khong thanh.
Chang da quan st cac 1& nghi dang hién trong céc dén
thd An gido nhung chi chimg kién canh tan 4c di man
dén dau budn ghé tom. Sau d6 chang lién két voi nam
dao si, theo guong ho hanh ha xac than, nhung cting
khong dat dugc muc dich; sy that hinh nhu van con xa
vOi voi voi. Chi con mot didu ma chang phai lam 1a
nhin vao ndi tim ctia chinh minh dé xem ring minh
¢ thé tim ra su that bang con dudng thién quan hay
khong. (ttre 1a suy nghi sau sdc va ding ddn vé mot
van de).

So he came to a great tree and sat under its shade on
the ground resolving not to get up until he had found
what he was looking for.

Chang di dén mot cdy dai tho, ngoi trén dat dudi bong
cdy, kién quyet khong ding day cho dén khi tim ra Sy
That.

Meditation was very hard for him at first, for all sorts
of wandering thoughts seem to come into his mind
instead. Pictures of the joys of his father's palace, the
faces of his wife and baby son, the desire for pleasures
and power, all these seemed to crowd his mind and
banish away any serious thoughts he had. However,
he persevered and at last was able to drive these
temptations away.

Liic dau tu tap thién dinh rat kho doi véi chang, vi bao
nhiéu ¥ nghi tap loan cir xen Ian vao tAm tri chang.
Nhiing hinh &nh tuoi vui ctia cung dién phu hoang,
nhiing khu6n mét yéu thuong ctia con tho vo dep,
long khat khao lac tht va quyén luc, tit ca dudng nhur
x4m chiém tim tu chang, xua du01 bao y nghi nghlem
mat ctia chang. Tuy nhién chang van kién tri va cudi
cting da loai duoc nhimg cam do d6 di.

Then gradually the answer to all that he was seeking
shone clearly in his mind, ignorance was destroyed
forever and he saw the truth of the existence of
suffering, that ignorance was its cause, and that this
ignorance might be destroyed by walking the Noble
Eightfold Path which leads to peace and true
happiness.

Sau do, 101 giai dap cho tat ca nhing gi chang tim
kiém dan dan bumg sang trong tam tri ching, vo minh
da bi doan di¢t, chang théy 10 sy that hién hiru ctiia dau
kho, thy 16 v6 minh 1a nguyén nhan ciia khd dau, va
v minh ¢6 thé bi tiu trir bang cach di theo con
Puodng Tam Budce Cao Qui, con duong dan dén an
vui va hanh phuc thyc su.

So did the Prince Siddhartha, beneath the Sacred
Bodhi tree, become the Supreme Buddha, teacher of
all living beings. He has fought the hard, long battle
with ignorance and selfishness, and had won the fight.
Before him he saw the truth he had sought for so long,
and he entered into the state of peace and happiness
called by Buddhists "Nirvana". His great
RENUNCIATION had not been in vain, for he
brought the glad message of hope to all mankind, a
message that will never die because it is the Truth, and
Truth is ETERNAL.

Nhu vay, dudi ciy Bo D8, thai tir Tat-dat-da da thanh
Phat t6i thuong, Bac Pao Su cua tit ca chung sanh.
Ngai di chién dAu lau dai gian kh6 v6i vo minh, vi ky,
va cudi ciing Ngai da thing. Ngai da thiy duoc sur thét
ma Ngai d4 bao nam tim kiém. Ngai d4 vao trang thai
an vui hanh phtic ma Pht tir goi 1a Niét Ban
(Nirvana). Cudc GIA TU Vi dai clia Ngai di khong
hoai cong vo ich, vi Ngai dd mang thong di¢p hy vong
dén cho nhan loai, mot thong diép s& khong bao gid bi
tiéu vong, vi d6 1a Sy That, va Sy That thi VINH
CUU.

The Four Noble Truths and the Eighfold Path are
what the Buddha found, and all who would win the
same peace and happiness must learn about these

T Diéu D va Bat Chanh Pao la nhiing diéu ma e
Phét dé tim thay. Nhimg ai mu6n dat dén canh an vui
hanh phuc nhu thé déu phai hoc hi€u cac sy that nay
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truths and walk in the Path he gave. As I told you
before, all he did can be done by each one of us; we
can find Nirvana and enter its happiness any time we
give up the false self and destroy the ignorance which
is in our minds. This ignorance causes us to make
many mistakes, which of course bring us suffering.

va phai di trén con dudng ma Ngai da vach. Nhu toi
d4 n6i voi cac ban trude ddy, tit ca nhimg gi Ngai da
1am, mdi nguoi ching ta déu ¢6 thé lam; ching ta ¢o
thé chung dat Niét Ban, vao canh an vui hanh phuc
bét ot ltc ndo ta tir bo dugrc cai ta sai lam va diét hét
vO minh trong tdm tri minh. V6 minh lam cho ta
pham nhiéu 16i 1am, va 18i 1am di nhién 1a dem dén
dau khod.
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