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THE STORY OF BUDDHA

By Jonathan Landaw

LICH SUPUC PHAT THICH CA

Lién Hai chuyén ngir

A FORTUNATE BIRTH

Many, many years ago, in a small kingdom in the North of
India, something was happening that would change the
whole world. Queen Maya, wife of the good king
Suddhodana, lay asleep and had a wondrous dream. She
dreamt she saw a brilliant white light shining down to her
from the sky and the rays of this light was a magnificent
elephant. It was pure white and had six large tusks. This
elephant of light flew closer and closer to the Queen and
finally melted into her body. Queen Maya awoke, filed
with greater happiness than she had ever felt before.

Quickly she went to the king and together they asked the
wise men at the court what this strange and wonderful
dream might mean. The wise men answered, “Oh! Your
Majesties, this dream is a most excellent one! It means that
the Queen will give birth to a son, and this prince will
someday become a great man. Not only you, but the entire
world is fortunate that the Queen will have such a special
child.”

Hearing this good news, the King and Queen were
overjoyed. The King was especially happy because he
longed for a son who would someday rule his kingdom in
his place. And now it seemed his wish was being granted.

It was the custom in those days for a woman to return to
her parent’s home in order to give birth. And so, when the
time had almost come for the baby to be born, Queen
Maya and many of her friends and attendants left the
palace of the King and began the journey to her childhood
home.

They had not travelled far when the Queen asked that they
stop and rest. She knew the baby would be born very soon.
They had reached the beautiful gardens of Lumbini and
the Queen went into this garden looking for a comfortable
place in which she could give birth. The stories say that
even the animals and plants, somehow understanding what

PAN SANH

Céch day hon hai ngan séu trim ndm, & mot qudc vucng
nhd vé phia Bic xit An Do, mot su kién quan trong xay
ra da 1am thay ddi toan thé gidi. Hoang hau Maya (Ma-
Gia), nguti vg yéu quy clia vua Suddhodana (Tinh
Phan) nim mong thdy c6 mot ludng 4nh sing tring tir
bau troi chiu thing vio ngudi ba. Trong dnh sing cb
modt con voi k¥ diéu, minh n6 toan tring mudt va co sdu
nga dai. Ludng 4nh sing clia con voi 4y dén mdi lic mdi
gin va cudi cling bién mat vao trong ngudi ba. Hoang
hau tinh gidc cAm thdy mot niém hanh phic tran ngip
ma b chua tiing thily tir truSc dén nay.

Hoang hau thuat lai cho nha Vua nghe, 1di cling nhau
dén hoi nha dodn mong & trong triu vé § nghia clia gidc
mo k¥ diéu dy. Nha thong théi hoc tra 10i: “O! That Ia
cao ¢, gidc md nay Ia mot gidc mo ky diéu nhat, n6 cho
biét rang Hoang hau s& sanh mot difa con trai va vi thdi
t0 sau nay s€ trd thanh mot bac vi nhan mang hanh phiic
dén khong phai chi danh cho ba ma cho toan ca thé gidi.
Nhu thé, Ngai s& c6 mot dita con vo cling cao quy”.
Nghe dudc tin vui nay, Vua va Hoang hau vo cling vui
sudng, vi nha vua tir 1au d@ mong mdi c6 mot dira con
trai d& ndi ngdi tri vi vuong qudc, va biy gits su mong
mudn Ay da thanh su that.

Theo tuc & xit An D9 thoi 4y, true ngy sanh ngudi dan
ba phéi tr§ vé& nha cha me minh dé lo viéc sanh san. Vi
th€, khi sip dén ngay sanh, Hoang hiu Maya va nhiing
ngudi ban clia ba roi khdi lau dai nha Vua dé trd vé nha
cha me.

Cudc hanh trinh chua duge bao xa, Hoang hau da goi
moi ngudi dimg lai & nghi. Hoang hau biét gidf sanh da
dén, nén moi ngudi vao modt ngdi vudn rit dep tén la
Lumbini (LAm ty ni).Hoang hau vao vudn dé tim mot
noi thun tién dé sanh san. Trong lich st néi ring: Ngay
trong lic &y, tit cA cAy cdi va stic vat déu hiéu rang, mot
bac vi nhan sdp ra doi nén dén gitip d5. Mot canh hoa Vo
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a special child was about to be borm, wanted to help. A
large tree bent down one of its branches and the Queen
took hold of it with her right hand. Supporting herself in
this way, she gave birth to a son. The attendants cradled
the baby in their arms and were amazed at how beautiful
he was and how peaceful he seemed.

At that moment, throughout the land, there was a great
feeling of peace and happiness. People forgot their
troubles, ceased their quarrels and felt great love and
friendship for one another. Some people saw rainbows
suddenly appear in the sky, and many other beautiful and
unusual things were seen.

Wise men from all over the kingdom noticed these signs
of peace and joy and excitedly said to each other,
“Something very fortunate has just happened. Look at
these wonderful signs! Today is the full moon day of the
fourth month. It must certainly be a special day!”

Queen Maya, unaware that her joy at having a son was
being shared at that very moment throughout the kingdom,
took the new-born baby in her arms and returned to the
palace of the king.

Xin vui long cit, dién vao phi€u nay va gl dén:
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uu 16n da cong xudng va Hoang hau da gitt nd trong canh
tay mat va ba sanh ra thai tif trén tay clia cac ngudi tuy
ting. Moi ngudi déu siing so vé vé dep chia ciu bé. Oi!
dep d& va thanh binh biét bao!

Trong liic Ay, trai dit vang 1én siu diéu vang dong, niem
hanh phic an lac nhu trao dang khip d6 day! Moi ngudi
nhu quén di hét nhiing diéu siu mudn, tan di nhiing tranh
diu han thii. TAm hon rdi vao trong tinh thuong yéu vi
dai va than thién véi tit cA moi ngudi. Moi ngudi déu
thily cau vong bat chgt hién ra trong bau trdi va nhiéu
diéu la khéc.

Tat ca nhitng nha tién tri khip ci vuong qudc da chd §
dén diu higu thanh binh hanh phiic nay va say sua bao
hi¢u cho moi ngudi biét nhiéu diém lanh da xay ra. D6 1a
nhiing d&u hiéu ky diéu. Hom nay la ngay tring tron cha
thang t chdc chdn d6 [a mot ngay dic biét.

Hoang hau Maya vd cling sung su6ng da cd mot cau con
s A Al CRNEN A N R N z 22 N
trai nd1 ngoi tr1 vi thien ha. Ba am ciu bé mdi sanh vao

long va trG lai hoang cung.
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