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VE NAM SIN#H cia DUC PHAT

Bat luan mot tdn giao nao, vi gido chil bao gid cling
la mot tAm guong sang cho tin dd soi chung dé tién
budc. Nhung trong sd cac vi giao chi clia cac ton
giao hién nay trén thé gi6i, khdng vi nao cé day du y
nghia cao dep, modt ddi sdng pham hanh gudng
mau nhu Puc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni. Mdi hanh
ddng, mdi cli chi, mdi 15i ndi cho d&n mai sy im lang
clia Ngai déu la nhiing bai hoc quy gia cho ching
ta. N&u chi hoc gido Iy ma khéng hiéu rd ddi séng
clia Ngai thi su hoc hdi clia ching ta con phién
dién, thiéu sot vi ddi Ngai chinh l1a nhiing bi€u hién
thuic t& nhat cho giao Iy clia Ngai. Ngai néi va thuic
hanh ngay nhiing IGi Ngai da n6i. Boi Ngai 1a mot
bang chiing huing hdn dé ching ta thady rang gio Iy
clia Ngai co thé thuc hién dudc chii khong phai 1a
nhiing Iy thuyét trliu tugng, khong tudng.

Trong khi nhiing chi tiét vé cudc ddi clia Dlc Phat
dugc coi nhu c6 tinh cach thuyét phuc thi nam sinh
clia Ngai cho dén nay van con 1a mdt diéu can phai
tim hiéu ky cang hon. Mét cach téng quat, c6 su
khac biét kha rd rang gilia sii sach Phat gido Pai
thiia A Chau va gi6i nghién ctiu Phat hoc Au Chau
vé viéc nay va su sai biét nién dai la khoang 60
nam.

NGUYEN DUC Nguyén Vin Phong

A.CAC CHUNG LIEU THEO PHAT GIAO DAI
THUA A CHAU

D61 v6i Phat ti Viet Nam thi b Phat Hoc Phd Thong
ctia Hoa Thugng Thich Thién Hoa la tai liéu can ban
va pho cap nhat trong giai doan tir 1950 cho dén nay.
Da s6 nhiing ngudi bat diu hoc Phat déu coi bo sach
nay 12 mot loai ti lidu "gdi dau giudng". Trong bai
LUGC SU BUC PHAT THICH CA MAU NI & trang
22, Hoa Thugng Thich Thién Hoa viét nhu sau: "Dén
ngay rdm théng tw ém lich (truée Tay lich 624 néim)
tai vuon Lam Ty Ni cach thanh Ca Ty La Vé 15 cay so,
Hoang Hau Ma Da dang ngoan canh, trong thdy canh
hoa vo uu méi nG, ba dua tay phdi véi hai thi Thai Tie
ciing vita xudt hién ngay day."

K& dén 1a Pai Pic Narada Thera v6i cudn THE
BUDDHA AND HIS TEACHINGS. bai bic
Narada 12 mot ting si Tich Lan noi ti€ng trén thé gidi
vé nhitng cong tac Phat su clia Ngai khdp nam chau
va tdc phim nay 1a mdt cong trinh nghién cu rit
phong phii vé Ptic Phat cling nhiing gido phip clia
Ngai. Theo ban dich Viét Ngir cia Pham Kim Khanh
vdi nhan dé fa DPUC PHAT VA PHAT PHAP do nha
xuit ban Thuan Hoéa thudc thanh phd HO Chi Minh
nam 1994, & trang 29, Pai Piic viét nhu sau: "Nhdm
ngay trang tron thang 5 ndm 623 trudc duong lich tai
Ca Ty La Ve, bén ranh gidi An P6 ciia xit Nepal ngay
nay, va trong vuon Lam Ty Ni, c6 ha sinh mt hoang tir
veé sau tré thanh vi gido chil vi dai nhét trén thé gian."

D¢ thém phan thuyét phuc, ciing tai trang 29, tic gia
con thém mdt chi thich vé nam 623 nhu sau: "Khong
giong nhu ky nguyén Thién Chiia, Phat lich khéi dau
being ngay Diic Phit nhdp niét ban vao nim 543 trudc
Tay lich chit khong phdi ngay Bo tat dan sanh". Con
s0 dua vao nhiing chiing c6 lich sir néi ring Piic Phat
nhap niét ban nam Ngai 80 tudi. 543 + 80 = 623.



Tac gia k€& ti€p ma chiing toi mudn dé cap Ia Hoa
Thuong Thich Minh Chau. Hoa Thugng dd Tién si
Phat hoc tai An bo, ting 1am Vién trLro'ng vien Pai
Hoc Van Hanh va 1a tic gi4 clia rit nhiéu sach v3, bai
viét v& Phat gido. Trong loat bai PUC PHAT CUA
CHUNG TA (website: Buddha Sasana.com), Hoa
thuong viét: "Vao ngay rim thang tu ndm 623 trudce
cong nguyen, tai viuon Lam Ty Ni thuoc thanh Ca Ty
La V¢, mt noi hign nay la vimg bién gioi gitia Nepal
va An Do, Diic Phat Thich Ca da giang sanh lam
hoang tit con vua Tinh Phan va hoang hdu Ma Da.
Vua Tinh Phan tri vi mt viiong quoc nhé ciia bo toc
Thich Ca."

Vao nam 1984, mot tac gia Au Chau 1a A. F. Herold
da viét cusn CUOC POI CUA BUC PHAT biing
Phap vin. Pay [a mot trong cic tic phim diu tién
cha gidi Phat hoc Au Chau vé& Phat gido rét stc tich.
Vi gia tri to 16n chia nd, tic pham nay dugc dich ra
ti€ng Anh bdi Paul C. Plum va dén nim 1997, ban
dich Viét ngit clia Tinh Minh ra ddi. Trong phan 18
n6i dau, nam sinh clia Piic Phat duoc tac gia xac dinh
nhv sau: "Piic Phat Thich Ca tén that la Tat Pat Pa,
con vua Tinh Phan va hoang hau Ma Da, sinh ngay
trang tron thang Vesak tiic thang 5 ndm 623 trudc Tézy
lich tgi vuon Lam Ty Ni xit Ca Ty La Ve thudc mién
Béc An Do"

B. CAC CHUNG LIEU CAN PAI CUA GIOI
HOC PHAT AUMY

Than can nhit v6i ngudi Viét ty nan tai Uc Chau Ia
Graeme Lyall, chii tich Hoi Pong Phat Gido New
South Wales (mdt chi nhanh cia hdi Phat gidgo Uc
Chau) Trong tap sdch nhod nhiim gi6i thiéu Phat gido
dén doc gia ngudi Uc ¢6 nhan dé 12 BUDDHISM,
AN INTRODUCTION, tac gia viét: "Vao nim 563
trudc cong nguyeén, tai bién gidi ma ngay nay thupc
Nepal va An Do, mit bé trai chao dvi. Pita bé cé tén la
Sidhartha Gotama..." (website: Buddha Sasana.com).

Trong gi6i hoc Phat Au My, Robert Thurman Ia mot
tic gi4 hién dai rit ddng dé cap t6i. Ong co bing tién
s va hién 1a gido su dai hoc Columbia & My. Pudc
tap chi TIME bau [am mdt trong 25 ngudi c6 anh
hubng nhat th€ gidi vao ndm 1997, dng la modt ngudi
ban lau nam nhit clia DPic Pat Lai Lat Ma va ciing 1a
tu si Phat giao My diu tién dude chinh Diic Pat Lai
Lat Ma [am 1& quan danh. Ong hién giir vai tro g1am
d6c cha hdi nghién ctu Phat gido An Do- Tibet, dong
thoi 1a sang 1ap vién ctia Tibet House New York.
Trong cudn sach giy chan dong gidi tri thiic Au My

vé phuong dién triét hoc/ t tudng c6 tén 1a INNER
REVOLUTION (Cudc Cach Mang Noi Tam) dugc
nha xuat ban Riverhead Books-New York an hanh
nam 1998, Robert Thurman viét nhu sau trong
chuong 1 Awakening (Thic tinh) & céc trang 46, 47:
"Tir tang troi Pao Loi, Phit Thich Ca chon lua mot
cdach cén trong nhiing chi tiét nhu thoi dai, chdu luc,
dia vi xd hoi, gia toc, phdi tanh... dé cho viéc dén sanh
ciia Ngai ¢6 hieu qua tot nhat. Sau ciing, Ngai chon
than nam, trong mot gza dinh viong gid. bo la hoang
toc Thich Ca thudc mién Bic An Pé, vao khoéng 563
nam truoc Tay lich."

Nguti tht nhi ma ching t6i chon Iya 1a Bikkhu
Bodhi. Bikkhu Bodhi ¢6 tén th€ tuc la Jeffrey Block
thuéc mot gia dinh trung luu thudc Brooklyn /New
York véi huyét thong Do Théi. Pau cao hoc nganh
triét nam 1966, dau ti€n si ndm 1972 tai Claremont
/California. Trong khi hoc ti€n si, dong c¢6 c¢d duyén
gap dugc Pai Bic Thich Giae Ptc va qua vi Pai Buc
naty, dng c6 dugc nhiing hiéu biét cin ban dau tién vé
Phat gido va thién quin. Sau do, dong theo hoc véi
Hoa Thugng Thich Thién An. Sau ngay mién nam
Viét Nam sup dd, dng qua Thai Lan va cic qudc gia
A Chau khic. Ong dd tu hoc theo Pai Thira, Tiéu
thira rdi Kim Cang thira. Cong viéc hoang héa Phat
phép chia Ong rit rong 16n, cong véi sy hiéu biét tham
sAu vé chanh ph4p da Ia nguyén nhan khién 6ng dudc
bau lam dai dién gi6i hoc Phat phuong Tay d€ doc bai
dién van vao ngay 1€ chinh thiic dau tién cla Lién
Higp Qudc ming ngay Vesak 2000 (15/5/2000).
Trong bai dién van nay, Bikkhu Bodhi da dé cap dén
nam sanh ctia Dtc Phat nhu sau: "Trong khi chiing ta
khong biét mot cach chdc chdn vé nhitng nien dai
trong cudc doi Pic Phat, nhiéu hoc gid tin tudng ring
diic Phat da song trong khodng 563 dén 483 trudc ky
nguyeén duong lich..." (website: Buddha Sasana.com)

Tai Au Chau, cudn THE HISTORICAL BUDDHA
(Ptic Phat lich si) ctia H. W. Schumann xuit ban
nam 1982 dugc xem Ia tai lieu Phat gido khong thé
khong biét dén clia gidi hoc Phat Au Chau, viét bing
tiéng Diic. Cudn nay dugc dich ra Anh van vao naim
1989 do cong cia M. O'C. Walshe va ban Viét ngir
clia Tran Phuong Lan ra doi vao nim 1997 do Vién
nghién ctu Phat hoc Viét Nam an hanh. Thudng Toa
Thich Thién Chau, phd vién trudng Vién nghién ctiu
Phat hoc Viét Nam da viét nhu sau vé tac gid va tic
phdm trong phan gidi thieu: "Schumann sinh ndm
1928. Nam 1957 dau tien si Phat Hoc tai dai hoc
Bonn, da séng 17 nim tai An Pp dé nghién ci dao
Phat.



Gidi hoc Phat xua nay da quen thudc véi hinh anh
Piic Bén Su qua bao kinh dién cling cic tic phim
nghién ciu, binh luan clia nhiéu hoc gia trén khip thé
gi6i, nhung phan 16n cic hinh 4nh nay da dugc it
nhiéu thin thoai hoéa, tiéu thuyét hoa theo quan diém
cla mdi soan gid. Con dic di€ém cla ti€n s
Schumann 1a da day cong nghién ctu va xﬁy dung
hinh 4nh clia ding Giéc ngd nhu mdt ngudi song that
clia An B0 v6i nhitng nhan xét khach quan ca mot
hoc gia, nghién citu c6 he thong 10 rang theo phuong
phép khoa hoc."

Trong phan I8 tua, téc gid cling néu 1én nhitng quan
di€ém tuong tw: "Nhan dé Piic Phat Lich Sit noi lén chii
diém ciing nhu cac gidi han ciia cudn séach. Sach nay
khong dé cap dén cdc ditc Phat phi lich sit trong qud
khit va tuong lai vén thuong duoc nhdc t6i qua bao
kinh dién Phat gido. N6 ciing logi bé cdc truyén thong
hoang duong bao phii quanh ca nhan diic Phat Thich
Ca ngoai trit nhiing diém cé thé tim thdy tinh chdt lich
sit trong do." Noi vé nhitng nién dai trong cudc doi
ditc Phat, tic gid viét nhu sau: "Theo bdan nién dai dé
duigc hieu dinh ctia Tich Lan va duoc da so chép nhan,
diic Phat da song trong khodng tir 563 dén 483 trudc
cong nguyén. Hai hoc gia Phat hoc la P. H. L.
Eggermont va Heinz Bechert dong Y la nién dai néy

tuy chua hoan hdo nhung c6 rdt nhieu bing chimg dé

ho tin ring cdc sit gia viét tieng Singhala (Sri Lanka)
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déu sai va cé hai vi deu dong ¥ ring ditc Phat da song
khodng 115 ndm sau nién dai trong sit sach Tich Lan.
Ly lugn ciia cdc vi dy rdt dang chii Y nhung can phdi
khai trién thém trudc khi ching dugc xem li nhitng
chitng ¢6 cudi cimg dé cé thé dua ra mot nién dai moi
thay cho nién dai cii da duoc chap nhan trude kia. Tuy
chita chép nhan chiing, toi sin sang dé doc gid rit bot
115 ndm tir nhiing nién dai trong cudc doi cia diic
Phat."”

Vai i liéu quan trong khic ma chiing i mudn dé
cip dén trong bai viét nay dudc 14y ra tir hai nguodn thi
litu ma theo thién ki€n, tinh xac tin cla chang da
dugic chuin nhan bdi da s tuyét doi:

» Ty dién PHAT HOC HAN HOC cfia Gido Hoi
Phat Gido Viét Nam do nha xuat bAn Ha Noi phat
hanh nim 1994 & trang 1500 (quyén 2) c6 ghi nhu
sau: "Thich Ca Mau Ni c6 nghia la bac tinh tinh trong
ho Thich Ca. Ngal la con vua Tinh Phan & thanh Ca
Ty La Vé nuéc An P, me Ngai tén o Ma Da. Ngdi I
thdi ti Tat Pat Pa, sinh niim 563 trudc cong nguyén
tai vuon Lam Ty Ni & phia dong thanh..."”

= BACH KHOA TU BIEN (The New
Encyclopaedia Britannica) xuit ban 1an thtt 15 cho
cdc ndm tir 1974 dén 1988. Micropaedia cudn 2,
trang 602: "Diic Phdt cé tén thé tuc la Siddhartha
Gautama, sinh ndam 563 trudc Tay lich tai thanh
Kapilavatsu, xit Sakya thudc vuong quoc Kosala. Chét
nam 483 trudc Tay lich tai Kusinara xit Malla thujc
viiong qudc Magadha...". Macropaedia, cudn 15,
trang 269: "Piic Phdt sinh vao khodang 563 trudc Tay
lich tai vuong Aqué’c Sakya (ngay nay thudc ving bién
gidi Nepal va An D) con ctia vua Tinh Phan va hoang
héu Ma Da". Cudn Bach Khoa Tu Dién ciing ghi cht
thém nhu sau: "Su tich ciia Piic Phat, duoc ghi 6 day,
dua trén co s6 tam tang kinh dién viét bing tieng Bali
tiic Ia he kinh dién duoc cac hoc gid coi la nhing ghi
chép lau dvi nhdt vé nhiing 1oi gidng ciia ditc Phat... "
0 trang 280 cudn 15 ciing thém rdng: "Kinh dién Bali
duioc coi la mot suu tap day dii nhdt, cé hé thong nhat
va s6m nhit ve gido phdp ciia ditc Phat" va "khong cé
mot suu tdp day dit nao ve kinh dién Phit gido theo hé
Sanskrit".

C. CAC CHUNG LIEU HO TRG CHO QUAN
PIEM CUA GIOI HOC PHAT AUMY

Cac tai lidu sau day dugc 13y ra tir website Thu vién
Hoa Sen.org va lotusmedia.net

= Cudc Doi va Su Nghiép Vua A Duc cia Tran
Tric Lam - Chuong 4: Dai d€ Asoka va nhiing phap



du khic trén da: "Dua vao bo Pai Sit (Maharamsa)
dupc gioi tang gia Tich Lan bién soan thi sau khi vua
cha la Bindusara bang ha vao ndam 273 trudc cong
nguyén, dé cé su tranh giamh ngdi bau rdt gay gdt giita
cdc hoang it trong vong 4 ndm. Giai doan nay sit ghi
la thoi khong vua (Interregnum). Rot cudc, Asoka véi
su hé tro ddc luc chia vai vi dai than & kinh do Hoa Thi
(Patalupitra), da thanh cong va len ngoi vua vao ndam
269 truée Tay lich." Hau nhu khong c6 sy tranh cai gi
trong gi6i nghién ciu Phit hoc cling nhu st hoc céc
nuc Trung A ring Vua A Duc 1én ngdi sau khi dic
The Ton nhap niét ban 218 nam. Nién dai nay dudc
xac nhan trong Pai Sir va P4o Sl viét bang tiéng
Singhala clia Tich Lan, con dudc doi chi€u véi cic
tricu dai duong thdi clia cic qudc gia khac trong
vung. Trén mot tru d4 ca vua A Duc ¢6 ghi nhu sau:
"Vua Asoka cho ring chién thing sw thit la chién
thing quan trong nhat. Ngai da thic hién duoc chién
thdng niry nhiéu lan, khong chi tai day (4m chi x
Magadha) ma con kéo dai dén nhiing ngudi song bén
ngodi bién cuong viiong quoc ciia Ngai, cé chd xa dén
3000 dim nhu tai Syria dudi triéu dai Antiochus dé nhi
(261-246 tridc cong nguyén), trieu dai Magas xit
Cyrene (300-258 trudc cong nguyen) va Alexander
cuea Epirus (272-258 trudc cong nguyeén) (ti ban dich
tiéng Anh cfia Nikan va McKeown trong tuyén tip
The Edicts Of Asoka - Pai hoc Chicago xuét ban
nam 1974). 269 + 218 + 80 =567

= Nhitng Kham Pha Ky Diéu Vé Di Li¢u Van
Hoc Phat Gido Khavosthi. Trong phan Cudn Kinh
Can Pa La (Grandhara Srolls) tic gid Phat Pién
Hanh Tu ghi nhan rang: "Sau khi ditc Phit nhip niét
ban ndm 483 trude duong lich, gido phdp cia Ngai
duoc khdu truyen tic the hé tang gia niy sang thé hé
khdc tréi qua mdy trdm ndm. Mai den thé k dau ky
nguyén duong lich mdi duoc tap thanh vao van tu."
483 + 80 = 563.

* Hoa Thugng Thich Piic Nhuan véi cudn Pao
Phat Va Giong St Viét (Vién Phat Hoc Qudc Té&
California Hoa Ky xufit ban nim 1998). Trong
chuong n6i vé Pao Phat Viét cudi thé ky thit 1 ¢ viét
nhu sau: "Vao cudi thé ky thit 3 trude Tay lich, thanh
quan Asoka (268-232 trudc TL) cuia xir Magadha vi
mudn mé mang bo coi da dem quan déanh chiem xit
Kalinga gay nén mot cudc huyét chién vo cimg tham
khoc, ma ve sau, chinh vua dé cong khai sam hoi". 268
+ 218 + 80 = 566.

* Tr& lai v6i Schumann, trong phan néi vé thdi
nién thi€u clia difc Phat, tic gi ghi nhan: "Theo Pdo
Str va Dai Sit ciia Tich Lan, sau giai doan tri vi clia

vua Cha la Tan Ba Sa La tir 297 dén 269 truéce TL,
Vua A Duc da mdt 4 ndm dé tiéu diét tdt ca hoang gia
huynh dé v tu lam 1€ diing quang vao ném 265 trudc
cong nguyén." Hai cudn sl niy ciing ndi rang vua A
Duc 1én ngoi 218 nam sau khi ditc Phat di¢t do 218 +
265 = 483. 483 trudc TL [a ndm dtic Phat ta th€ va
dic Phat song 80 nam. Vay 483 + 80 = 563 tiic Ia
nam sinh cta dic Phat.

= Cudi cling, mot tc gia vin hoc st ndi tiéng clia
Trung Hoa rit quen thudc v6i ngudi Viét 1a dng
Luong Khai Siéu. Trong cudn Phat Hoc Nghién Citu
Thap Bat Thién, tic gia dua vao Thién Ki€én Luat ma
cho riing diic Phat nhap ni€t ban nam thit 35 vua Kinh
Vuong nha Chau tiic Ia ddi Ai Cong thir 7 nude LD titc
la ndm 485 trudc cong nguyen. 485 + 80 = 565. Cac
chiing liéu nay déu ghi sai biét nhau khoang thdi gian
rit ngéan 1a 4 ndm va khong cach nién dai 563 [a bao
nhiéu.

LOTKET

Niém hoai vong nhd bé cla bai viét nay [a trong
tuong lai, v6i su hgp tac clia cac béc thic gia, cic nha
nghién citu, chu vi ton déic khdp ndm chau cling vé6i
nhitng kham pha méi clia nganh khdo ¢, gi6i hoc
Phat trén khip cdi dit nay s& c6 dudc nhiing nién dai
chinh x4c hon, véi su hd trd clia nhiiing dir kién lich sir
dén tir cc phuong tién khao ciiu tinh vi hon hau dua
d&n mot sur thong nhit vé cac s kién lich st ciing nhu
c4c nién dai trong sudt cudc ddi ditc Phat. Ching toi
tir lau vin khong cidm thay thodi mai va tu tin khi dé
cap dén su sai biét cac nién dai giita cac sich v& noi
vé cudc doi ditc Phat, chiing toi cling khong hoai vong
rang trong tuong lai chlng ta s& c6 nhiing con sO that
chinh x4c véi cac dan chiing clia lich stt, chiing t0i chi
mong ring chiing ta s& c¢6 dugc nhitng nién dai thong
nhit va dong thuan cho c thé gi6i, Phat gido cling
nhu khong Phat gido.

Nam Mb B&n Su Thich Ca Mau Ni Phat.




