Phat giao

I6n manh hang dau &

Phan Trung Viét

Trong mdt nude vian minh vat chét, khoa hoc ti&n bd
va ¢6 truyén thong Thién Chaa gido nhu Uc ma dao
Phat, trong 10 nim qua, da ting trudng nhanh nhat va
diing hang du trong cac ton gido 1a mdt diéu lam cho
nhiéu ngudi khong khdi ngac nhién.

Theo s6 liéu thong ké clia Van Phong Thong Ké Uc
(ABS) ndm 2001 cho thay tif ndim 1996 d&n nam 2001,
sO tin do Phat gido da tang 79% 1én con s6 357,800
ngudi (hinh 1).

Néu x€&p theo sd ludng thi Phat gido cd sd tin do dong
hang thit 6 trong s6 15 ton gido 16n & Uc (hinh 2).

1. Su hinh thanh Phat gido & Uc. Phat gido thAm
nhap vao dat Uc tir trudc nam 1850, vao thdi k di tim
vang ctia ngudi Trung Hoa va An Do. Pay 1a giai doan
dAu tién tuong Phat va ban thd Phat xuat hién diu tién
& nude Uc. C6 thé néi Ia trudie tién & tidu bang Victoria
va sau d6 & phia Bic Queenland va Thursday Island.

Trudc ciing nhu sau thé gi6i dai chién thit hai, nude Uc
van 12 nu6c 6 da sO ngudii theo Thién Chda gido (ké
c4 Anh gido, Tin lanh, Cong gido) hon 80%. Cho dén
thap nién 70, khi lan song di dan ti nan tir cic nudc A
chau va nhét [a Viet Nam, da nang tin do Phat gido 1én
rit nhanh. Trong s6 lugng tin do Phat gido trong cong
dong ngudi Viét rat dang ké. Hién nay, cong dong
ngudi Viét ¢6 khodng trén 265 ngan ngudi, va c6 dén
65% la tin d Phat gido.

D&i véi ngudsi Uc thi sy tang trudng nhu the nao? Xin
don clf mot trudng hdp dién hinh vé s hinh thanh gido
hdi Phat gido & tiéu bang Victoria: Vao thang Tu nim
1953 (cach day 50 nam), chi ¢6 4 ngudi hop nhau lai
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tai mot can nha riéng, 1An dAu tién dé thanh lap gido
hoi Phat gido tiéu bang Victoria. Ngudi truéng ban tri
su dau tién va cling 1a ngudi sing lap Ia ba Elizabeth
Bell (nam nay ba da 91 tudi van con khde manh, hinh
bén canh). Cho dén nay, gido hoi Phat gi4do Victoria co
gan 10 ngan ngudi trong d6 cd trén 300 hdi vien
thudng xuyén dong nién li€ém sinh hoat hanh Pao. Tru
s§ gido hoi Phat gido tiéu bang Victoria & trén dudng
Darling, East Malvern. Hdi thuting xuyén t& chiic cic
ngay 1€ Phat (Pan sinh, thanh Pao...), m& cic 16p gido
1y va thutc hanh thién cho cdng chiing.

2. S& lugng Phat tu va cac td chifc Phat gido & Uc.
Do su phat trién nhanh s6 lugng tin d Phat gido ma s&
lugng Phat tw (Chiia, am, that...) di phai dudc xay
dung dé dap ting nhu cAu hanh dao clia Phat ti. Mot
diéu dang n6i & diy, moi xay dung chiia chién déu do
Phat tr tw nguyén dong gop cong dic. 0 Uc, chiing ta
da c6 nhiing ngdi chiia 16n ndi ti€ng nhw Nam Thién
Tu (& Wollongong). Riéng cong dong ngudi Viét, du
mdi dinh cu chua day 30 nim ma hién nay, chiing ta
da c6 nhiing ngdi chiia khang trang rong 16n & cac tiéu
bang.

Trong danh séch hién c6 trén mang Internet, § Uc da
c6 mdt td chiic Phat gido cho toan nudc Uc, d6 1a
Buddhist Federation of Australia (Téng hoi Phat gido
Uc chau). Bong thdi mdi tiéu bang ciing ¢6 hdi dong
gido phim riéng. Hai ti€u bang 16n 1o New South
Wales va Victoria déu c6 The Buddhist council of
NSW va Buddhist council of Victoria. Cong dong
ngudi Viet co hai gido hoi: Gido hdi Phat gido Viet
Nam Thong Nhat hai ngoai & Uc Pai Loi va Tan Tay
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